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Continental Christmas Markets 

Jingle all the way… 

Soak up the festive atmosphere of Bremen, Amsterdam and Bruges, where you can browse their 

charming Christmas markets for unusual gifts and decorations, experience the yuletide 

traditions of the Continent and see these historic cities illuminated by magical lights. This 

delightful cruise aboard Saga Sapphire is sure to get you in the festive spirit. 

NOW FEATURING… Joey and the Jivers, who will bring this rock ‘n’ roll themed cruise to life! 

SAGA PRICE INCLUDES... 

All meals on board, including 24-hour room service 

A choice of wines at lunch and dinner 

All on-board gratuities 

Optional travel insurance and additional cancellation rights, or a reduction if not required 

Entertainment and activities 

Welcome cocktail party and Captain’s dinner 

All port taxes and visas 

UK mainland travel service to and from Southampton 

 

 

http://www.travelclubelite.com/


 

                                                  
 

Visit www.travelclubelite.com                                           Or call free on 0800 707 6229  

 

Itinerary  

03/12/2017 Southampton, England 

Embark Saga Sapphire. Depart 1800. 

Lying near the head of Southampton Water, a peninsula between the estuaries of the Rivers Test 

and Itchen, Southampton is Britain’s largest cruise port. It has been one of England’s major 

ports since the Middle Ages, when it exported wool and hides from the hinterland and imported 

wine from Bordeaux. The city suffered heavy damage during World War Two and as a result the 

centre has been extensively rebuilt, but there are still some interesting medieval buildings 

including the Bargate, one of the finest city gatehouses in England. 

04/12/2017 At sea 

At sea. 

05/12/2017 Bremerhaven (for Bremen), Germany 

Arrive 0800. Depart 1900. 

Bremerhaven was founded in 1139. In 1827 the decision was taken to make this small fishing 

town a huge deep-sea port, and today Bremerhaven, along with Bremen, forms the smallest of 

Germany’s federal states. This busy port is still part of the municipality of Bremen, and half of 

Germany’s fishing fleet deposit their catch here. Bremerhaven’s lighthouse, a famous landmark, 

dates back to 1853 and is the oldest working lighthouse on Germany's mainland North Sea 

coast. Bremerhaven is home to the German Shipping Museum, founded in 1971, which houses 

many interesting exhibits including a well-preserved 14th-century Hanseatic trading vessel, 

found at the bottom of the River Weser during dredging operations. As our port call is on a 

Sunday, most shops and businesses will be closed. However, the atmosphere of the town will be 

enlivened by the presence of numerous Tall Ships for the SeeStadtFest, one of the main events 

on the German nautical calendar. Street entertainers and musicians may be present on the 

quayside, and various cultural events will be taking place. 

06/12/2017 IJmuiden (for Amsterdam), Netherlands 

Arrive 1300. Depart 2000. 

North Holland’s ‘Gate to the North Sea’, IJmuiden has four harbours: the Vissershaven, 

Haringhaven, IJmondhaven and the Seaport Marina - the latter used by pleasure craft. It is the 

largest Dutch fishing port, but is a relatively young town: it grew up in the 1870s when the 

North Sea Canal was opened. During World War II, the German Navy demolished much of the 

town and built huge fortified concrete bunkers for their torpedo boats and submarines. After 

1945, the town was rebuilt by the architect Willem Marinus Dudok. He designed IJmuiden’s 

most impressive building, the Stadhuis van Velsen, which houses local government offices. For 

cruise passengers IJmuiden is the gateway to Amsterdam, the Dutch capital and one of Europe’s 

truly great cities, where elegant canals are lined by old brick gabled houses, and superb art 

galleries and museums are home to some of the world’s best-known paintings. Please note that 
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complimentary shuttle buses operate from the port to the centre of IJmuiden, not to 

Amsterdam. 

 

07/12/2017 Zeebrugge (for Bruges), Belgium 

Arrive 0800. Depart 1800. 

In 1895 work began to construct a new seaport and harbour next to the tiny village of 

Zeebrugge, situated on the North Sea coast. Today the fast-expanding port of Zeebrugge is one 

of the busiest in Europe and its marina is Belgium’s most important fishing port. Many attempts 

were made to destroy this important port during both World Wars. Zeebrugge is ideally located 

for discovering the historic city of Bruges, and delightful seaside resorts with long sandy 

beaches can be visited by using the trams that run the whole length of the Belgian coast. A 

complimentary shuttle bus will operate from the port to the town of Blankenberge, where there 

are shops, cafés and restaurants. Please note that no food may be taken ashore in Belgium. 

08/12/2017 Southampton, England 

Arrive 0800. Disembark Saga Sapphire after breakfast. 

Lying near the head of Southampton Water, a peninsula between the estuaries of the Rivers Test 

and Itchen, Southampton is Britain’s largest cruise port. It has been one of England’s major 

ports since the Middle Ages, when it exported wool and hides from the hinterland and imported 

wine from Bordeaux. The city suffered heavy damage during World War Two and as a result the 

centre has been extensively rebuilt, but there are still some interesting medieval buildings 

including the Bargate, one of the finest city gatehouses in England. 

Please note 

All excursions mentioned are optional, at an additional cost, and are subject to availability and 
change. Some of the highlights detailed may only be seen on optional excursions or by exploring 
independently. 

Includes 

INCLUDES… ROCK ‘N’ ROLL DANCE CLASSES AND PERFORMANCES BY A POPULAR ROCK N 

ROLL BAND. 

Get your glad rags on and get ready to bop, stroll and kick ball change on Saga Sapphire’s dance 

floor where you can look forward to dance lessons and performances from Joey and the Jivers. 

INTRODUCING JOEY AND THE JIVERS 

With acclaimed appearances on the rock ‘n’ roll circuit, Joey captivates audiences with his 

electrifying piano playing as he belts out hits from the 50s and 60s. His fellow Jivers are Sean on 

lead guitar, Steve on bass guitar and Joe ‘the Sticks’ who – no surprise – plays the drums. Joe 

‘Sticks’ is also a Guinness World Record holder, having played the drums continuously for 51 

hours and 4 minutes! 
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