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WILD WONDERS 
OF SVALBARD
Land-based Adventures in the Arctic



REMOTE ARCTIC
WILDERNESS
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Svalbard offers an 
adventure for all seasons
Explore the Svalbard archipelago, a dramatic and fascinating polar 
wilderness. Located halfway between mainland Norway and the 
North Pole, Svalbard is a vast Arctic tundra of icefields and glaciers, 
but thanks to the Gulf Stream, the Svalbard archipelago also boasts 
a surprisingly mild climate with distinctive seasons.

Pioneer Spirit
Its remote location, combined with stunning pristine landscapes 
as far as the eye can see, bestows its visitors with a distinct spirit 
of the pioneers. It's one of the rare places left on earth where few 
people have trodden, where polar bears outnumber humans who 
total only 3,000 or so permanent residents. Be at one with the 
stillness of nature and explore the long-deserted settlements of 
the early pioneers who built whaling stations and mines. 

The region is home to a rich variety of plants and wildlife. You may 
see seals, Arctic foxes, reindeer, thousands of migratory seabirds, 
and the King of the Arctic - the Polar Bear. Nearly two-thirds of 
Svalbard’s land surface is protected as nature reserves, national 
parks and bird sanctuaries. 

Light Fantastic
The High Arctic offers a spectacular contrast of light through the 
seasons. It is the land of the Midnight Sun through the summer 
and the backdrop for the Northern Lights from autumn to spring. 

Experience the eerie magic of 24-hour darkness of the Polar Night 
in the winter and dreamy haze of 24-hour daylight in the summer. 
Take in the changing hues as they light up the natural landscapes 
around you, revealing the rugged beauty of the mountains, Arctic 
terrain, icebergs and glaciers.
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The winter light in the Arctic is fascinating; 
ever changing, beautiful and dramatic.  
It can be a flickering green veil, a pink-tinged 
dream or a cold blue glow. These multi-
coloured hues of celestial light illuminate 
the night skies and cast a magical glow on 
the Arctic landscapes on Svalbard. These 
light phenomena have spawned legends, 
myths and novels.

Between November 14 and January 29, 
visitors can experience the wonder of the 
Polar Night. During this period, the sun is 
at least 6 degrees below the horizon and 
Svalbard is plunged into darkness. With 24 
hours of night, Svalbard is the only place on 

earth you can see the Northern Lights dance 
all day long. 
 
In winter, Svalbard is hidden under a soft 
cover of snow. The landscape is white, wild 
and beautiful. Longyearbyen - the 'capital' of 
Svalbard - becomes a magical place, lit only 
by street lamps, moonshine, starlight and the 
Aurora Borealis. This creates a truly unique 
atmosphere, one which underscores that you 
are well off the beaten track.

A journey to Svalbard in the winter is not 
complete without trying the many exciting 
activities available, such as a Northern 
Lights evening, snowmobile safari, dog 
sledding adventure, or Snowcat tour.

In October the hunt for the Northern Lights begins, and from mid-
November to the end of January, the 24-hour darkness of the Polar Night 
descends on Svalbard. 
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The transition from the Northern Lights 
season, with 24 hours of darkness, to the 
light winter season is an experience that 
really should not be missed! Once you see 
the light on Svalbard in March, you will 
never forget it. The light creates perfect
conditions for snowmobiling, skiing or dog
sledding. The ice cold Arctic light paints 
the landscape in never-ending variations of 
pink and blue.

As the light returns, so do the energy levels 
on the archipelago. Svalbard is bathed in 
sun and the temperature begins to rise. 
Easter holidays on Svalbard have become 
so popular, you should be sure to book 
well in advance. Remember your skis, 
sunglasses, and binoculars – essential 
equipment for an adventure in the Arctic.

The winter darkness wanes, and in the middle of February 
the sun appears over the horizon again. When the first rays 
touch the mountain tops, the Polar Night ś blue glow becomes 
tinted with a beautiful pink hue. After this, the sun's rays slowly 
stretch down into the valley. In March, the skies are painted 
in cool shades of pastel, blue and pink until, in the last half of 
April, the Midnight Sun takes command of the heavens.

ARCTIC
DAYLIGHT
MAKES ITS
RETURN
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Light winter
March to May 
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MELT-WATERING BEAUTY
As the sun shines in the sky 
once again, the landscape 
sparkles as the snow melts 
into streams that lead to the 
sea. Add to this scenery the 
combination of sunrise and 
sunset for breathtakingly 
beautiful moments.
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Svalbard has a tundra climate with 
permafrost, but a small part of the 
Gulf Stream makes the west coast of 
Spitsbergen the northernmost ice-free 
area in the world each summer. 
The shift from full winter to summer 
occurs over the span of a few weeks. 
You can experience teeming birdlife 
as great flocks of migratory birds come 
from afar, to congregate at the largest 
nesting sites the North Atlantic.

The boating season starts as soon as the 
fjords are free from ice. As winter loosens 
its grip, we head onto the water and the 
mountains. Join us for an Isfjord safari 
in open boats, themed walks on flora, 

fauna or fossil collecting, fauna or fossil 
collecting, mountain hikes, dog sledding 
on wheels, or cultural and historical 
activities in Longyearbyen. 

From the middle of August, after 
nearly five months of Midnight Sun 
and perpetual daylight, the birds fly 
south away from the islands. The water 
is crystal-clear and sun shines over 
the glaciers, mountains and sea. In 
September, the Svalbard landscape 
takes on its most beautiful colours, and 
you can enjoy fantastic sunsets over 
mountain tops dusted with light snow.

Summer is a superb time to visit the Arctic. Here, the season 
stretches from the end of May until the middle of October. 
With the Midnight Sun and endless summer nights all the way 
to the end of August, you can experience the best of the Arctic 
both day and night.
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SUNSHINE ALL THE TIME
In summer, locals welcome 
sunshine, glorious sunshine 
24 hours round the clock. 
Svalbard boasts mild 
temperatures, and the island 
is bathed in constant light, 
meaning there is even more 
opportunity to go exploring.
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Arctic summer
June to October
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LongyearbyenSMALL TOWN,  
BIG HEART
Longyearbyen is a hive of activity all year around
Residents of and visitors to Longyearbyen, the largest settlement in Svalbard, are kept busy year-round 
with a full calendar of festivals, concerts and sporting events throughout the year. From culture to 
extreme sport challenges, Svalbard plays host to some unique experiences.

November
KUNSTPAUSE
The ‘art pause’ is just what the name 
suggests – a break from the everyday 
grind with concerts, art exhibitions, 
lectures and good food served up 
throughout Longyearbyen. Arranged in 
collaboration with local artists, galleries 
and workshops.

February
POLARJAZZ
Norway’s pre-eminent jazz performers 
and musicians are always glad to be a 
part of the world’s northernmost jazz 
festival. The music on offer during 
Polarjazz is not only for jazz lovers, 
but is an eclectic mix of musical 
experiences in the Polar Night.

March
SOLFESTUKA 
After several months of
darkness we just have to celebrate 
the return of the sun. On March 8th we 
assemble near Svalbard Church and 
watch for the year’s first rays to shine on 
the old hospital stairs. The rest of the 
week is a busy mix of activities, with 
something for all ages.

April
SVALBARD SKIMARATON 
Will you be a spectator or a participant? 
A trip through the Arctic, with a 
helicopter following you from the air – 
just to be on the safe side. 42 kilometres 
of serious skiing and fantastic scenery. 
The only marathon in Norway that can 
be interrupted by polar bears.

June
SPITSBERGEN 
MARATHON 
The world’s northernmost marathon 
is popular with both Norwegian and 
international runners. Due to the Gulf 
Stream it is generally over 0°C in June, 
the roads are ice-free and the sun 
shines 24 hours a day. Run through a 
unique part of Norway.

September
OKTOBERFEST  
In September we turn our focus to hops, 
malt and music for three full days as we 
hold the world’s northernmost Oktober-
fest! Come and choose from over 60 
different beers, including the world’s 
strongest beer, which you can’t get 
anywhere else in Norway. 

October
DARK SEASON BLUES  
Longyearbyen Blues Club hosts a very 
atmospheric blues festival, kicking off in 
the time of year when blues are best  
– the beginning of the Polar Night and 
the blue light period.
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SVALBARD SPACERUN 
Svalbard Spacerun is a mountain run 
that starts in Longyearbyen and ends 
at Svalbard Satellite Station at 
Platåfjellet. The race track is 
approximately 8 kilometers long and 
400 meters in elevation gain. A tough, 
but fun challenge for everyone who 
loves running.
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ADVENTURES
IN ALL SEASONS
Exploration and excitement 
out of Longyearbyen
True, Longyearbyen has plenty of charm and monthly festivals to 
keep you well entertained. But we know that your inner explorer will 
surely want to get out and about, to discover the stunning views and 
exhilarating experiences this remote Arctic wilderness has to offer. 

Excursions
To fully immerse yourself in the lifestlye here on the frontier 
of civilisation, excursions are the way to go. With more than 
60 excursions to choose from throughout the year, in each of 
Svalbard's diverse seasons, you'll never be short of things to do. 
Full winter is the time to experience the mesmerising magic of 
the Northern Lights which can appear at any time during the day 
or night. Light winter brings more opportunities to delve into the 
depths of the landscape while ice-caving, or speed in a sled along 
the snow with faithful canines at your command. In the summer, 
when the sun reigns supreme and the ice has thawed, join mountain 
hikes and boat tours to reawakened fjords which now buzz with 
Arctic wildlife.

The following pages showcase just a few of the more than 
60 excursions to pick from. For more information on excursions 
in Svalbard, please see the website at www.hurtigruten.co.uk/
excursions

 Excursions
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Northern Lights 
evening 
Head into the wild with us for a 
fun evening at Camp Barentz with 
great food, good drinks, aurora 
presentation and Northern Lights 
hunting.
Duration: Approximately 3 hours
Price: from £108 pp

Northern Lights 
snowmobile safari
Join us for a magical experience 
in a unique atmosphere. Enjoy 
the drive, but look forward to the 
aurora hunt, and imagine turning 
off your snowmobile to see a sky 
filled with colours.
Duration: Approximately 3 hours
Price: from £201 pp

Northern Lights by 
dog sled 
The Polar Night is a particularly 
magical time of year, and dog 
sledding under starry skies, 
dancing aurora or glittering 
moonlight is an experience not to 
be missed.
Duration: Approximately 4 hours
Price: from £133 pp
 

Northern Lights 
cruise to Barentsburg
We sail with the MS Langøysund 
to Barentsburg, leaving the lights 
of civilisation behind. On the 
water, we search for the dancing 
aurora. A guided tour is provided 
in the Russian town, before we 
continue the hunt. 
Duration: 8.5 hours
Price: from £201 pp
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 Excursions

NORTHERN LIGHTS SEASON

Following a trapper’s 
footprints
Gain an insight into a trapper’s 
day-to-day life. The hunt for Polar 
foxes and Polar bears began in 
autumn, and the traps had to be 
inspected throughout the Polar 
night.

Duration: Approximately 2 hours
Price: from £46 pp

Ice caving: a frozen 
adventure 
Under the glaciers on Svalbard 
you can find a frozen world. 
Melting water channels are 
formed in the glaciers in the 
summer, freezing to crystal like 
paths in the winter. Head there 
via a short snow shoe hike.e!

Duration: Approximately 5 hours
Price: from £75 pp
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Ice cave tour 
The Snowcat will drive us to 
the Longyear glacier, where we 
descend into the ice and enter 
the heart of a glacier. Fascinating 
formations of ice and stones make 
for a breath-taking experience.
Duration: Approximately 3 hours
Price: from £85 pp

Dog sledding in 
Bolterdalen 
A fantastic and authentic way 
to experience the amazing 
Arctic wilderness, and enjoy the 
sensation of sliding over the snow 
behind your happy husky team.
Duration: Approximately 4 hours
Price: from £133 pp

Snowmobile safari to  
Camp Barentz    
Experience snowmobiling 
on Svalbard - an awesome 
introduction to the Arctic winter 
landscape. On this tour we will  
drive at a relaxed tempo and can 
take children in a special trailer.
Duration:  Approximately  

3 hours, 20 km
Price: from £170 pp

Tempelfjord 
snowmobile safari
Experience a snowmobile trip 
through the snow-covered 
landscape to Tempel fjorden 
and Tuna and Von Post glaciers. 
An expedition lunch is provided 
in Tempelfjorden, before we 
head back.
Duration:  Approximately  

7 hours, 140 km
Price: from £298 pp
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 Excursions

LIGHT WINTER

Longyearbyen panorama
Board our impressive new Snowcat and prepare for 
en exciting tour with a view, as your guide takes 
you up onto Hiorthfjellet, a mountain offering 
panoramic views.
Duration: Approximately 3 hours
Price: from £72pp
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 Excursions

ARCTIC SUMMER
Hike to Foxfonna 
Join us for a hike over Breinosa, 
with a view over Adventdalen 
and Isfjorden that will take your 
breath away! Lunch is served in an 
old trapper’s cabin.
Duration:  Approximately  

6-7 hours, 11 km
Price: from £81 pp

Boat tour to 
Pyramiden
Explore the old Russian coal-mining 
settlement at Pyramiden, complete 
with the world's northernmost 
statue of Lenin. The settlement 
closed in 1998 and is now a desolate 
ghost town, with its abandoned 
buildings still in place.
Duration:  Approximately  

9-10 hours 
Price: from £201 pp

Isfjord Safari to 
Fuglefjella and 
Hiorthhamn 
Head out on our open boat and get 
up close to the amazing bird cliffs, 
where you can marvel at the sights 
and sounds from the teeming 
flocks of winged visitors.
Duration: Approximately 3 hours
Price: from £92 pp

Arctic sea fishing
Now it ś your turn to fish for cod 
in the Arctic! Catch your own 
aboard our Polarcirkel boats. Not 
up for cooking? Ask about having 
Restaurant Nansen serve your 
catch!
Duration: 3-4 hours
Price: from £103 pp
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Kayak tour to Adventfjorden  

Paddle out onto open waters and get some bracing Arctic air into your 
lungs and join us for an energetic kayak trip on Adventfjorden, one of 
Svalbard's most historic fjords.
Duration: Approximately 7 hours
Price: from £103 pp

Isfjord safari to 
Grumant 

This tour takes you to the 
abandoned Russian town of 
Grumant. The open Polarcirkel 
boats take us close to the ruins, 
where history buffs can learn 
the story of this fascinating part 
of Svalbard ś mining history.
Duration:  Approximately 

3 hours
Price: from £92 pp

Dog sledding on 
wheels  

Take a dog sled ride with a 
difference. Eager polar dogs pull 
you along on specially-made 
wheeled sleds and you can 
enjoy the views and experience 
the rich birdlife and wildlife of 
Advent Valley up close.
Duration:  Approximately 

3 hours
Price: from £102 pp
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Hike from sea to summit

On this fantastic hiking tour, you will cross the Adventfjord 
by boat before disembarking to climb up to some of the best 
outcrops in the region. here, you'll enjoy stunning views of 
the surrounding areas. 
Duration: Approximately 7 hours, 10 km
Price: from £113 pp
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Coal Miners' Bar & Grill
Welcome to Coal Miners' Bar & 
Grill, where we have brought back 
the messhall of the early miners, 
and prepare all our meals on a 
char  coal grill! We can offer  
great-tasting burgers and the 
best barbecue in town. There is 
also a selection of vegetarian 
dishes and salads. Here you will 
find a menu made for the modern 
Arctic direct from the grill  
– real food for real explorers!

Restaurant Nansen
Restaurant Nansen is a 
modern dining place for 
the most discerning palate. 
Here you can experience 
exciting taste combinations 
in delicious dishes which 
highlight Arctic produce.  
Try the Taste of Svalbard 
menu, with selections like 
reindeer, seal and grouse, 
brought to the kitchen by  
local hunters.

Camp Barentz
Camp Barentz is located a little 
over 10 km from Longyearbyen, 
in Advent Valley. The camp 
provides a fantastic opportunity 
for you to experience Svalbard's 
incredible wilderness in 
combination with presentations, 
meals or activities. Wonder at the 
magic aurora during the winter, 
or relax under the Midnight Sun 
in the summer.

Barentz Pub & Spiseri
Barentz Pub & Spiseri offers 
great prices and an unpretentious 
menu, including a daily 
‘husmannskost’ special – hearty 
Norwegian food made from 
scratch. People come here after 
work to watch the football, chat 
with the neighbours, eat dinner  
or just enjoy a refreshing beer.
It is the perfect place to reflect  
on your day.

Funktionærmessen 
Restaurant
Funktionærmessen Restaurant 
at Spitsbergen Hotel continues its 
proud gastronomic tradition and 
offers outstanding meals and a 
peaceful atmosphere. Should you 
consider yourself some what of a 
romantic then Funktionærmessen 
has much to offer, including  
the magnificent outlook over 
Longyear Valley – without a  
doubt the best views in town.

Funken Bar
Funken Bar is an ideal place for 
meeting friends, or just enjoying 
the luxury of being on your own. 
The comfortable Chesterfield 
sofas provide the perfect places 
to relax, and the bar offers a 
surprisingly large selection of 
beverages and friendly staff.  
In the afternoon guests can make 
their own waffles to enjoy in the 
lounge area.

After an active day out in the wilderness, 
you deserve a delicious meal 
Enjoy the cosy nightlife in Longyearbyen. The local restaurants offer a varied menu but are especially proud 
of their locally-caught Arctic produce such as seal, whale, reindeer and ptarmigan (local bird). Choose between 
elegant French cuisine in stylish surroundings or traditional Norwegian fare eaten casually by the bar.  
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